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How Sure Can We Be?

According to J. Barton Payne’s Encyclopedia of Biblical Prophecy, the Bible contains at least 87,362 predictive verses, and 1,817 specific predictions on over 737 different matters. Other scholars might catalog them a little differently, but clearly most of the Bible is prophetic.

William Thompson, who later was known as Lord Kelvin, one of the great men of science, is famous for pointing out that until we measure a thing, we really know very little about it. It’s one thing to point out a little verse here and how it is fulfilled there; but it can prove so much more meaningful if we can do that in a way that is a little more quantitative, more systematic, more measurable. In order to do that, we’re going to examine a number of prophecies in the Old Testament.

There is one fact about the Old Testament we can verify from any encyclopedia; The Hebrew Scriptures, those which we call the Old Testament, were translated into Greek by 270 B.C. this process was started about 285 B.C., when Ptolemy Philadelphus II funded seventy scholars to translate the Hebrew Scriptures into Greek. This is extremely important because it is a matter of history that these Scriptures were in wide circulation three centuries before the gospel period. In fact, most of the quotations from the Old Testament in the New Testament are from this Greek translation, known as the Septuagint (a word meaning “seventy”). In other words, it is a matter of secular record that the Old Testament was in black and white, tangible form three centuries before Jesus was preaching in Israel. These Scriptures – in print and circulated well before the time of Christ – contain more than three hundred prophecies detailing the coming Messiah; and all of them were fulfilled in the first century A.D. let’s consider some examples; say, just the ones that are quoted in the New Testament as being fulfilled by Christ.

· He was to be of David’s family – 2 Samuel 7:12-13; Matthew 1:1
· He would be born of a virgin – Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23

· He would be born in Bethlehem – Micah 5:2; Matthew 2:6

· He would sojourn in Egypt – Hosea 11:1; Matthew 2:15

· He would minister in Galilee and in Nazareth – Isaiah 9:1-2; Matthew 4:12-17
· He would be announced in advance by an Elijah-type herald – Isaiah 40:3-5; Malachi 3:1; Mark 1:2-3

· He would occasion the massacre of Bethlehem’s children – Jeremiah 31:15; Matthew 2:18

· His mission would include the Gentiles – Isaiah 42:6; Luke 2:32

· His ministry would be one of healing – Isaiah 35:5-6; Matthew 12:10-14

· He would teach through the use of parables – Ezekiel 20:49; Matthew 13:3

· He would be disbelieved and rejected by the religious rulers of that period – Psalm 118:22; Matthew 21:12-13

· He would make a triumphal entry into Jerusalem – Zechariah 9:9; Matthew 21:6-9
· He would be betrayed for thirty pieces of silver – Zechariah 11:12; Matthew 26:15

· His garments – Psalm 22:18, 69:21; Matthew 27:34; John 19:23-24

· He would be pierced – Zechariah 12:10; John 19:34

· Not a bone of His would be broken – Exodus 12:46; Psalm 34:20; John 19:33,36

· He would die among criminals – Isaiah 53:12; Mark 15:28

· He would be buried by a rich man – Isaiah 53:9; Matthew 27:57-60

· He would rise from the dead on the third day – Psalm 16:10; Jonah 1:17; Luke 24:6-7

· His resurrection would be followed by the destruction of Jerusalem – Daniel 9:26; Matthew 24:2

There are many more; but these give us a sampling of the kinds of prophecies that were specifically fulfilled in Christ.
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